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Note from the Chair of FEMM Committee

The FEMM committee meeting will take place on 7 and 8 November 2016. The meeting will
begin with the consideration of the draft opinion on the European Accessibility Act and the
consideration of the amendments to the draft report on Promoting gender equality in mental
health and clinical research. The first day will conclude with a joint meeting with AGRI to
consider the draft report on Women and their roles in rural areas. The second day will begin
with an exchange of views in the Hemicycle on Quality Research and Innovation through
Equality, in conjunction with Gender Summit Europe. FEMM Members will vote on the draft
opinion on the Annual Report on human rights and democracy in the world and the EU’s policy

on the matter 2015. FEMM members will also consider the draft report on the Application of Council Directive 2004/113/EC
implementing the principle of equal treatment between men and women in the access to and supply of goods and services.
Finally, the consideration of the amendments to the draft report on Equality between women and men in the EU in 2014/2015 will
take place and also the amendments to the Rights of Women in the Eastern Partnership States will be considered. You can follow
the proceedings online through ! web-streaming
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Draft Report on the application of Council Directive 2004/113/EC implementing the principle of equal
treatment between men and women in the access to and supply of goods and services

Rapporteur: Agnieszka KOZŁOWSKA-RAJEWICZ (EPP)

On 8 November, FEMM members will consider the  on ‘the application of Council Directive 2004draft report
/113/EC implementing the principle of equal treatment between men and women in the access to and supply
of goods and services.’ The draft report, presented by the Rapporteur Agnieszka Kozłowska-Rajewicz, refers
to the Directive 2004/113/EC which extends the principle of equal treatment of men and women beyond the
realm of employment and the labour market and into the field of access to and supply of goods and services.
However, the draft report outlines issues with the Directive, such as unequal implementation in Member
States and in certain sectors, a lack of relevant data and the restrictive scope of the Directive which excludes
areas such as media, advertising and education-related services. Thus, the draft report outlines a series of
recommendations to tackle these issues such as enhanced exchange of best practices, inclusion of services

provided within the collaborative economy in the Directive’s implementation and for Commission, Member States and equality
bodies to raise awareness about the provisions of the Directive among both service providers and users.

http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/en/data/anna/anna-2016/anna-2016-october/newsletter-femm-november-2016/newsletter-femm-november-2016-composition.pdf
http://www.newsgate.ep.parl.union.eu/newsgate/ipol/resource/static/images/committees_banners/femm_newletter.png
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/organes/femm/femm_8leg_meetinglist.htm
https://www.facebook.com/Committee-on-Womens-Rights-and-Gender-Equality-of-the-European-Parliament-155117734542772/timeline/
https://twitter.com/EP_GenderEqual
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967


Draft Opinion on the European Accessibility Act

Draftsperson: Rosa ESTARÀS FERRAGUT (EPP)

Members of the FEMM Committee will discuss the  to the IMCO report on the Approximation ofdraft opinion
the laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States as regards the accessibility
requirements for products and services, also known as the European Accessibility Act. The rapporteur for the
opinion, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut (EPP), expresses support for the report’s aim to improve accessibility to
goods and services for persons with disabilities in the EU. However, the draft opinion recommends extending
the scope of the range of goods and services covered, requiring that the built environment must be
accessible, and that information about non-compliance with the accessibility requirements that is held by the
authorities should be made public systematically. Additionally, it should be ensured that the legislation
addresses the needs of all persons with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities and persons

with disabilities requiring more intensive support. Members will be invited to table amendments and the deadline for this will be set.

Adoption of Draft Opinion on Annual Report on human rights and democracy in the world and the EU’s
policy on the matter 2015

Draftsperson: Beatriz BECERRA BASTERRECHEA (ALDE)

The FEMM Committee Members will vote on the adoption of a  by Beatriz Becerra Basterrecheadraft opinion
(ALDE) to AFET’s ‘Annual Report on human rights and democracy in the world and the European Union’s
policy on the matter 2015.’ The draft opinion sets a series of recommendations and calls for a global
commitment to ensure the safety of women and girls from the outset of every emergency or crisis. The draft
opinion also recommends considering the development and adoption of a binding international instrument at
UN level on gender-based violence.

Promoting gender equality in mental health and
clinical research

Rapporteur: Beatriz BECERRA BASTERRECHEA
(ALDE)

Rights of Women in the Eastern Partnership
States

Rapporteur: Mariya GABRIEL (EPP)

The  tabled on the draft298 amendments
report promoting gender equality in
mental health and clinical research will be
considered by FEMM members on 7
November 2016. Rapporteur,   Beatriz
Becerra Basterrechea (ALDE),
highlighted that sex and gender matter in
health at all levels and impact differently
on women and men’s health, access to

health and health-care. However, research and practice still
fail to take adequate account of differences between men and
women in terms of health, illness and treatment.

Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). According to the draft report,
although constitutions of these countries guarantee equality
between women and men, de facto inequality persists.

The draft report Rights of Women in the
Eastern Partnership States saw 85
amendments   tabled  to  it  and   these 
amendments will be considered by FEMM
Members on 8 November. In the draft
report, Rapporteur Mariya Gabriel (EPP)
deals with the situation of the rights of
women in the Eastern Partnership States
which are covered by the European

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967


Equality between women and men in the European Union in 2014/2015

Rapporteur: Ernest URTASUN (Greens/EFA)

On 8 November 2016, the FEMM Committee Members will consider the  that were tabled to275 amendments
Ernest Urtasun’s draft report entitled Equality between women and men in the European Union in 2014/2015.
The draft report deals with the situation of the rights of women in the European Union and includes the
following themes: equal economic independence, equal pay for equal work for work of equal value, equality in
decision-making, dignity, integrity and ending gender-based violence, gender equality in external action and
cross-cutting issues.

Joint Committee Meeting FEMM/AGRI - Consideration of Draft Report on Women and Their Roles in Rural
Areas

Rapporteur: Marijana PETIR (EPP) and Maria Lidia SENRA RODRÍGUEZ (GUE/NGL)

areas through providing adequate public services, increasing the participation of women as beneficiaries of CAP and regional
development programmes and also in the management of farms and in representative bodies, amongst other measures.

Exchange of Views on Quality Research and Innovation through Equality

On 8 November from 9.00-12.30 the FEMM Committee is hosting an event called Quality Research and
Innovation through Equality. The event will take place in the Hemicycle. The event foresees the participation
of at least  250 external guests from the Gender Summit Europe (an NGO platform dealing with gender
issues), in addition to FEMM members and EP staff. The event will take the form of three panels: 1. The role
of policy in achieving societal wellbeing through science and technology, 2. Tackling gender inequalities in
health and 3. Global policy impact. Speakers will include high-level professors and researchers such as
Ernesto Fernández Polcuch, Chief of Section for Science Policy and Partnerships, Natural Sciences Sector,
UNESCO, Robyn Norton, Co-Director, The George Institute for Global Health, and Miyoko Watanabe, Deputy
Executive Director, Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), amongst others.

On 7 November from 17.00 – 18.30, a joint committee meeting with the Committee on Agriculture and Rural
Development (AGRI) will take place. The Committees’ members will consider the draft report on Women and
the roles in rural areas, drafted by rapporteurs Marijana Petir (EPP) and Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez (GUE
/NGL). The report highlights that women are responsible for about 35 % of total working time in agriculture,
thereby making a significant contribution to agricultural production. Women often have multi-functional roles
in rural areas, involved in both care work and farm work, for example. The report also expresses concern that
women’s participation in the use of the instruments available under rural development programmes was low
and that no thematic sub-programmes on ‘Women in rural areas’ have been created. The draft report calls on
Member States and the Commission to address these issues and improve conditions for women in rural

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201611/FEMM/FEMM(2016)1107_1P/sitt-3327967


EIGE - Making full use of women’s and men’s talents in the research sector

Tuesday 29 November 2016 from 15.00 to 18.30 in Brussels

Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: Tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 32383 - e-mail: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

 

 

The European research sector has made considerable progress in gender equality in recent years. However,
today, almost half of all PhD graduates are women, yet this is not reflected in the work force. Only a third of
all researchers are women, and even less are full professors and heads of higher education institutions. 
To address the challenge of making research organisations and the higher education sector more equal for
both women and men, EIGE, together with the European Commission have developed a new tool to support
the research community. Its abbreviated name, ‘GEAR’, stands for ‘Gender Equality in Academia and
Research’. The tool provides practical steps to make institutional change in a sector still largely dominated by
men. Access the tool here.

The next FEMM committee meetings:

http://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/tools-methods/GEAR

